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ON GRANULAR DISEASE OF THE KIDNEY. 


BY REGINALD BURRIDGE, M.D., PHYSICIAN TO THE TAUNTON AND SOMERSET 
HOSPITAL, ETC. 


Tue pathological condition of the kidneys, which favors the escape of 
albumen, and leads to granular disorganization of their structure, is still, 
it seems, a matter of inquiry. It has been long pointed out, particularly 
by Dr. Elliotson and the late Dr. Darwall, that albuminuria, the presence 
of albumen in the urine from disturbed function, results from a conges- 
tion of the renal capillaries, and is supposed to be proportioned to the 
extent of it. Almost every writer upon the subject, from Dr. Bright in 
1827, to Mr. Robinson in 1842, leans to the conclusion that an actual 
process of slow inflammation lays the foundation for the future structural 
lesion. Mr. Robinson, indeed, contends for a genuine and marked ne- 
phritis ; and that the morbid appearances result from the intensity and 
duration of a chronic inflammation: whilst Sir B. Brodie distinctly as- 
serts that the same state which leads to the secretion of albumen may 
lead to the secretion of pus also, which is uniformly diffused through the 
urine. Some years ago I maintained before the medical faculty of the 
University of Edinburgh, the congestive origin of this disease, and the 
nonentity, or, at most, the casual occurrence, of inflammation in organs 
about to be so affected; and I see no reasons which induce me to change 
the conclusions which I had then formed. The white, opaque, interstitial 
deposit, which invades the cortical or secreting part of the kidney, oc- 
cludes the tubular or uriniferous structure, and finally the infundibula and 
pelvis, is not altogether a perversion of nutrition, for it encroaches but 
very slowly on the healthy structure, which yields to it as to scirrhus. 

In the small towns of an agricultural district, where drunkenness is not 
the prevalent local vice, the disease in question is rather rare. J have 
met with seven cases only in the last six years; whilst in the Royal 
Infirmary of Edinburgh alone, eighty cases occurred during the rely 

that the late Dr. James Gregory was occupied with the study of this 
disease. ‘And Dr. Bright, as the result of his experience in the London 
hospitals, refers dropsy to the state of the kidney in the proportion of 
five cases to one. The blanched and leuco-phlegmatic aspect of the 
victims to this disease, a consideration of the causes which are set down 
as influencing its origin, together with a glance at its concomitants, 
particularly the most frequent one—dropsy—will point to one common 
secondary cause—a protracted disturbance in the vicarious action of the 
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kidney : indeed, it was the expressed opinion of Dr. Bateman that dropsy 
might be produced by an immoderate proportion of serous or watery flui 
in the bloodvessels, more especially when conjoined with other causes 
known to be conducive to the disease ; and the experiments of Dr. Hales 
establish the truth of this fact as fully as those of Lower evince the effect 
of venous obstruction. Again, a vast majority of these cases are furnished 
from the ranks of the intemperate—persons addicted to the free use of 
ardent spirits—to which, it may be added, that temperate persons so af- 
fected, have been observed to be of a weak strumous habit; a remark of 
Dr. Gregory’s founded on extensive observation, which he justly consider- 
ed of much importance : further, it was long since shown by Andral, that 
the facility with which these local hy peremias are produced is not always 
in a direct ratio to the plethoric state of the subject. 

The researches of Dr. Abercrombie and Dr. Alison have sufficiently 
proved that in persons of irregular, dissipated habits, and broken constitu- 
tion, when the blood is unusually serous, and its motion languid, there is 
a marked tendency to minute albuminary deposits, taking more or less 
of the tubercular form: and this is much promoted by unusual congestion 
of blood affecting any organ. This, I think, furnishes us with a clue to 
the nature of the disease, and indicates how the abuse of ardent spirits, 
among other sources, may be both a predisposing and an exciting cause. 

I have often been struck by the close resemblance which certain of 
these kidneys seem to bear, in their intermediate or transition state, to 
the appearance of the gin liver, or nutmeg liver of some authors ; an 
aspect which Mr. Kiernan has proved to arise from mere congestion of 
blood, and which Mr. Robinson, a recent experimentalist, produced in 
the kidney by tying the renal vein. But this hyperemia does not consti- 
tute inflammatory action, being merely one of its elements; and this, 
notwithstanding the ideas of Broussais and Lombard, is by no means a 
necessary precursor of organic changes. For although Dr. Alison has 
proved that repeated inflammation, or even continued irritation of an or- 
gan, may induce a deposition of tuberculoid matter there, yet as that 
matter can be detected in the blood, and be eliminated by a healthy se- 
creting surface, as was ably shown by Dr. Carswell, we are forced to 
conclude with Dr. Billing that these diseases have nothing to do with 
common inflammation as a cause, but do themselves produce it only when 
the effused matter comes to act as a foreign body from its bulk or other 
circumstance. Neither do we mean to deny that inflammation may inci- 
dentally occur simultaneously with the effusion. | 
_ The absence of albumen from the urine cannot be admitted as a sound 
test of the absence of congestion, and the stationary condition of structural 
lesion. In two persons who were under my care, the albumen disappear- 
ed.some weeks before death, but the local symptoms of a renal affection 
were aggravated, and the incidental affection suddenly became intractable 
and fatal. Here the kidneys were swollen, dark and turgid, with the 
granular nutmeggy appearance already mentioned. In several other 
cases where the albumen disappeared for a longer period before death, 
the local symptoms ceased not, and the patients sunk under one or more 
of the very unmanageable complications. Here the kidneys looked 
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scabrous and tubercular, and cut with the resistance of scirrhus—a more — 
advanced stage of disorganization. In all these cases the urine was de- 
cidedly low in point of density, while it was almost uniformly below the 
natural standard in point of quantity. 

In this congested state of the kidneys, when there is not a manifest 
failure of the vital powers, a small bleeding will take off the injecting 
force of the heart, and restore the balance in power between the heart 
and capillaries ; whilst Dover’s powder and the vapor bath will suffice 
to restore their natural action. Mercury, too, so universally condemned, 
I have here found serviceable. Dr. Wells was the first to remark that it 
produced albumen in the urine. _ Before the nature of this disease was 
known, Dr. Blackall pointed out that where the urine was coagulable, 
and digitalis agreed, both calomel and squill were injurious: he gives it 
as a positive cause for anasarca, and considers its exhibition equivocal and 
hazardous, in which opinion Dr. Darwall coincides. The most success- 
ful of Dr. Bright’s cases were those in which he rigidly abstained from 
the use of mercury: it was administered in eleven of Dr. Gregory’s 
cases, and violent salivation took place in six of them. Nevertheless, 
where the patient is not of an enervated and exhausted frame, nor the 
structural changes far advanced, we may derive benefit from it. The 
difficulty sometimes met with in establishing diuresis has led to the em- 
ployment of different diuretics ; but the organs, robbed of their nervous 
energy, are partially incapacitated for the secretion of urine; and not 
only does the serum of the blood escape with destructive debility to the 
constitution, but the congestion is augmented, and they are urged to he- 
maturia. Reason and experience, however, sanction the employment of 
digitalis in some of these cases, although it seems to me that, in most 
instances, it is the removal of the dropsical effusion, and the temporary 
relief of the system generally, which it effects, rather than any beneficial 
change in the tendency to structural disease. For although it increases 
the amount of the aqueous secretion, while the solid contents of the urine 
are generally increased in nearly an equal proportion—that is, whilst the 
daily quantity of the urine is increased, its specific gravity is not propor- 
tionally diminished ; and it thus enables the kidney to throw off the hy- 
per-azotized matter, of which the discharge is essential to the preserva- — 
tion of health, yet the albuminous state of the urine is rarely much af- 
fected by this operation. Cupping, with a seton over the region of the 
kidneys, I find to be more effectual than anything else in removing that 
symptom. As long as it exists, even though the urine may have nearl 
or altogether regained its natural density, the predisposition is not eradi- 
cated, and the insidious organic changes may be in actual progress. 
The phenomenon of albuminuria can scarcely be said to be under the 
control of any means which afford us a reasonable chance of cure, where 
its existence has been overlooked or protracted for any length of time.— 
London Medical Gazette. 
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ACTION FOR SLANDER. 


ALBANY CIRCUIT COURT, BEFORE JUDGE CUSHMAN. 


Davison vs. March.—This was an action for slander, and the cause oc- 
cupied about two entire days—eighteen witnesses having been sworn on 
the part of the plaintiff, and twenty-one on the part of the defendant, 
The suit excited an uncommon degree of interest, particularly among 
the medical profession. From the mass of testimony taken, of course 
we assume to give only what we consider the outlines of the case. 

A Mrs. Poyneer, of Albany, was afflicted with a cancer on the left 
breast. Dr. March, the defendant, had been applied to by her, and on 
artiving at her house found the plaintiff there, who was a cancer doctor. 
Dr. M. asked her if she meant to have the affected parts cut out, to 
which she replied in the negative. According to the testimony of the 
husband, Dr. March then made use of the following language, in the pres 
sence of Davison—* If you employ that old fellow (meaning Davison) 
he will kill you, as he did that woman in Schoharie, and he ought to be 
indicted.” He did not mention the name of the woman in Schoharie. 
This took place two years ago last fall. Mrs. Poyneer has since been 
under the treatment of Davison, and is not yet entirely cured. It was 
also proved that on another occasion the defendant had been applied to 
about two years ago, to attend a patient, the wife of a Mr. Cole, of 
Washington County, who was bleeding with an ulcerous sore, supposed 
to be a cancer, and was then in a dangerous condition. It was made 
known to him that Davison had attended her, and thereupon the de- 
fendant declined to see her, and said ‘that he would not go where a 
meet doctor was attending, and that Davison ought to have been in- 

icted for killing a woman out west by doctoring her for a cancer.” 

The plaintiff then rested, and the defendant moved for a nonsuit, on 
the ground that the plaintiff had alleged in his declaration that the words 
were spoken of him in his character as a physician, whereas he had not 
shown he was such, but on the contrary was liable to a penalty under 
the 16th section of the act relating to the practice of physic and surgery, 
which prohibits all persons from practising who are not regularly licensed 
in the manner therein prescribed, and declares it a misdemeanor. The 
motion for a nonsuit was denied for the reason that some part of the de- 
claration averred the words to have been spoken of the plaintiff without 
stating his character as: ** physician.” 

The defendant then justified that the charge was true, and the defence 
was opened by A. Dean, Esq., Professor of Medical Jurisprudence in 
the Albany Medical College, in a learned and interesting speech well 
prepared, made plain to the understanding of the laity, and neatly spoken, 
which was listened to with great attention. 

It was proved on the part of the defence that an unmarried female, 
about 45 years of age, named Maria Morgan, of Carlisle, Schoharie 
County, for six or eight months prior to December, 1839, was afflicted 
with a tumor on the breast which was supposed to be a cancer. By 
advice of her friends she was brought to Albany for medical assistance, 
intending to apply to Dr. March; but before he had seen her, Davison 
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examined her case and pronounced it to be a cancer of the worst kind, 
and said he would cure her as sure as there was a God in Heaven. 
He undertook the cure, and she remained in Albany under his care 
about three months—grew worse, was taken home, and in nine days 
after died. The journey home, of thirty-six miles, was made in an 
Open waggon, and at her own request without stopping. When Davi- 
son began to attend her she was robust, of full habit, florid complexion, 
and her genetal health good. Shortly before, and immediately after her 
return home, she was examined by numbers of the “regular” physi- 
cians, and others, the substance of whose testimony was, that soon after 
Davison began to attend her, her strength and appetite declined, and she 
complained that she was burnt up. It appeared that Davison had used 
two plasters, one called a blister plaster, and the other an eating plaster, 
and at the end when she left him, the pupils of the eye became dilated, 
body bloated and livid, limbs palsied, the powers of motion wholly lost 
with the exception of her being able to turn her head from side to side, 
together with evidences of slight delirium. 3 

There was another case of one Louisa Thurston, of Schenectady, who 
had also been attended by Davison for cancer, for one or two years, who 
also had exhibited similar symptoms, and finally died. | 

The case of a Mrs. Devoe, formerly of the city of Albany, was also 
given in evidence. ‘This was a case of cancer of the breast, small at 
first, but gradually enlarging. ‘The symptoms were nearly the same as ~ 
those of Maria Morgan—the case terminated fatally. There was also 
adduced the case of a child of a Mr. Kirby, who had on its head what 
is generally called a “mother’s mark,”’ to which Mr. Davison applied 
his cancer or eating plaster, the result of which was, that the scalp was 
eaten away, a portion of the skull came out, and the child died in con- 
vulsions. Besides these, a number of living witnesses were produced to 
testify as to its effects on them. The physicians sworn on the part of 
the defendant were of opinion that the symptoms attending these cases 
were not the effect of the bad affection of cancer, but the consequence 
of some poisonous substance introduced into the system by absorption. 
This opinion was sustained by the most eminent practising physicians of 
Albany, Schenectady and Schoharie, who were examined, and testified at 
length, and with great particularity. In corroboration of their opinions, 
and to show the probable real cause of death, a witness was introduced 
to prove of what this eating plaster was compounded, who swore that 
Davison had got the recipe from his (the witness’s) father, who got it 
from a surgeon in Burgoyne’s army; the ingredients of which he stated, 
with some reluctance, to be as follows, viz.: 14 lb. white or blue vitriol, 
4 oz. yellow arsenic, 4 oz. rock salt, and 4 oz. crude sulphur, together 
with yolks of eggs to make it into salve. There was a caution appended 
to the original recipe, to be used “ by little and little and to be applied 
with care to tender parts.” The object of the testimony on the part of 
the defendant then went mainly to show that such an application, to the 
ulcerous breast of the patient, after the skin had been removed by the 
blister plaster, laying bare the numerous absorbing vessels in those parts, 
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34. Treatment of Sprain. 
would diffuse the arsenic through the whole system, and might well pro- 
duce the effects described, and terminate in death. 

To rebut the presumption attempted to be drawn from this testimony, 
the plaintiff introduced a great number of witnesses to prove that he had 
attended various patients during the last forty years, who had, or were 
supposed to have, cancers, many of whom had got well, and others conva- 
lescent. That he pursued this business exclusively as a living, and had 
been reasonably successful in effecting cures; and as evidence of the 

blic consideration in which his remedy for cancer was held, that the 
Laijalanare of the State, in 1819, had passed an act for his special bene- 
fit, authorizing him, for the then next ten years, to receive pay from all 

ns who might employ him, without being obnoxious to the restrain- 
ing law in respect to the practice of physic. 

To show that the plaintiff might have been often mistaken in applying 
the term cancer to what really never was one, the defendant introduced 
proof of a case in which he had mistaken several what is generally 
termed rum blossoms on the face of a dissipated man, for cancers, and 
had actually “ppieds or was about applying, his eating or cancer plaster 
to cure them. t the patient being subjected to mild and proper treat- 
ment, and with abstemiousness, the supposed cancers disappeared in 
about eight days. 

The cause was summed up with characteristic zeal and ability by 
Messrs. Dean and Stevens for the defendant, and by Messrs. Wheaton 
and Hammond for the plaintiff. 

As some exceptions were taken, we forbear to give any synopsis of 
the charge of the learned judge. The jury, after consultation, returned 
into court with a verdict for the plaintiff of $55 damages, besides costs. 


ON THE TREATMENT OF SPRAIN. 


[nox a review of M. Lisfranc’s late work on Clinical Surgery, in the 
t No. of the British and Foreign Medical Review, we copy the follow- 
ing remarks on sprains. ] 

There is no difficulty in obtaining plenty of remedies in this case. The 
5 nicety and skill is in knowing the proper time at which to use them. 
Cold, leeches, pressure, are excellent means of treating sprain, but only 
when each is in its own place. The more important indications of treat- 
ment are simple: to prevent, diminish, or remove inflammatory action ; 
and to favor reabsorption of the effused fluids. For the first indica- 
tion leeches are useful, but they are totally inoperative when applied im- 
mediately after the injury, as is often the case, with the view of abstract- 
ing the actually effused blood; moreover, their bites may lead to un- 
healthy suppuration, and even to gangrene; for it is well known how 
imprudent it is to expose extravasated blood to atmospheric accident. 
M. Lisfranc supersedes leeches by venesection, this being less liable to in- 
te locally, being equally effectual in combating inflammation, and being 
I cely to contribute somewhat to the fulfilment of the second indication ; 
because, according to the theory of M. Magendie, when we act directly 
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upon the venous system, and suddenly diminish its amount of -glood, the 
veins become “ thirsty of liquid,” especially if the patient himself drink 
sparingly ; and then they are supposed not to be unwilling to slake their 
thirst even on the stale fluids of effusion ; hence absorption is likely, 
under such circumstances, to be speedy. This, for removal or ‘subjuga- 
tion of excited action. ‘To prevent it, cold is valuable; and just for this 
reason the proper time to employ this much-abused remedy is immedi- 
ately after the accident, before inflammatory action has been lighted up ; 
after this has commenced to form, persistence in the use of cold is down- 
right folly; it must be superseded by poultice, fomentation, and other 
means suitable to combat a growing inflammation. After five or six 
days the swelling is diminished, and has become more cedematous than 
inflammatory, the effusion is partly reabsorbed, and the pain is much 
abated. In short, the excited action has passed away, and now is the 
time to abandon depletion and fomentation, and have recourse to friction 
and bandaging ; in order to expedite fulfilment of the second indication— 
restoration of the parts to their normal condition. But to use either 
friction or bandaging at an earlier period, as is very commonly done, is 
plainly to thwart nature and aggravate inflammation. Above all things 
let rest of the injured part remain complete and undisturbed throughout 
the whole period of excitement, otherwise that period will prove unne- 
cessanily protracted ; and this is a point, by the bye, on which our author 
is culpably silent. Neither let the patient have an imprudent haste to 
be well, but let an almost imperceptible gradation bring back the part to 
its former functions. By following such a mode of treatment in sprain, 
M. Lisfranc asserts, and we believe him, that he has never failed to effect 
a cure, within a comparatively short period, and to prevent weakness 
of the joint which might otherwise leave it prone to repetition of the 
injury. In fact, he declares himself happily ignorant of this “ pretended 
feebleness ’ which others bemoan so much. In some cases the san- 
guineous or sero-sanguineous effusions resist the ordinary routine of treat- 
ment. Against such obstinacy M. Lisfranc directs purgatives and diure- 
tics, according to the theory we formerly noticed ; to the latter we have 
not the same objection here as in the case of fracture. 


ENTOZOA. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—The following case was forwarded to me soon after its 
date, with a specimen of the worms preserved in alcohol accompanying 
this. By lending the letter it got misplaced, and | did not receive it un- 
til last year. Dr. Emmons, a former pupil of mine, then resided at St. 
Maries, in Lower Canada. He now resides in Hartland, in’ this State 
(Vermont). I have obtained his Sarena for its publication, if you 
think it of sufficient importance. He has lately copied it for that pur- 
pose. I have no reason to doubt the correctness of the case in every 
particular. A drawing of the worms might easily be made, but the 
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writer says they have lost a little in size. Perhaps you will style it a 
case of entozoa, genus filaria, species cylindrical. ours respectfully, 
Woodstock, July 12th, 1842. J. A. 


wei St. Marie, Novelle Beance, May 1st, 1833. 
Doctor Gattur.—Dear Sir,—In my practice I have lately had a 
very singular case, which I think worthy of being communicated to you. 
The subject of this notice is an Irish woman, who in June last was de- 
livered of a child. In about three weeks from her confinement, in con- 
- sequence of taking cold, an abscess formed in her left breast, which dis- 
charged a large quantity of matter. In six or eight weeks more, another 
abscess formed like the first, and thus the breast continued to inflame and 
suppurate until April last, when I was called to visit her. Previous to 
visiting her, I was informed by her husband that he once witnessed, in 
Ireland, a case much like that of his wife, and a cure was effected in the 
following manner. He said they took a young puppy and killed it, and 
while the body was warm removed the stomach and bowels, and applied 
them to the breast of the woman. ‘The consequence was, the discharge 
of a great number of worms from the breast of the woman, and the re- 
covery of her health. _ He. inquired of me if I thought the abscess in 
the breast of his wife arose from the presence of worms. I told him I did 
not think so, as I had never heard or seen a case where worms was found 
in the female breast. But this answer did not satisfy him; he was in- 
clined to believe that worms were the cause of the inflammation and sup- 
puration in the breast of his wife, and was very anxious to have a puppy 
applied to it, in the way I have mentioned. [told him he might apply 
one, as I thought it could do no harm. Accordingly a puppy was pro- 
cured for this purpose, and killed. The stomach and bowels were ap- 
plied warm to the breast of the woman. Soon after this application the 
woman began to experience great pain in the breast, and in fifteen or 
twenty minutes said she felt something moving out of her breast. We 
removed the application, and, to my great astonishment, there were some. 
ten or fifteen worms upon the stomach and bowels of the puppy. These 
were removed, and we continued the application again ; as soon as the 
woman felt something pass from the breast, we would remove the applica- _ 
tion from it, and in almost every removal a number of worms would be 
brought away with it. Several young dogs were procured, their stomach 
and bowels applied, and, in the course of twenty-four hours, more than 
one hundred and fifty worms were obtained. Some pierced through the 
skin of the breast where it was sound, but most of them escaped from the 

breast through the openings formed by the abscesses. | 

worms were three or four inches in length, with sharp-pointed heads 
and tails. They had the power of piercing and working their way through 
the flesh in any part. 1 observed the movement of one after it was drawn 
from the breast, and remained upon the stomach of the dog. It coiled 
like a snake, insinuated its head into the coats of the stomach of the pup- 
py ; then it uncoiled itself, and forced its way speedily into the coats of 
the stomach. I watched its motions until it had gone more than an 
ifich into the stomach, when I drew it back. I then opened the sto- 
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mach and found several had forced themselves entirely through into 
its cavity. | 
It might be said that the worms were naturally in the stomach of the 
dog; but that was not the case, as I drew many with my fingers from 
the breast of the woman after their heads had passed an inch or more 
from the breast, the remaining portion of their bodies remaining out of 
sight. ‘The patient drew-one from her breast with her own fingers, and 
as she held it in her fingers it pierced her skin with its sharp-pointed 
proboscis or beak like a needle. She dropped the worm, but its head had 
so far penetrated that it required quite an effort to detach it. While the 
worms were passing out of the breast, they gave they woman the most ex- 
quisite pain. She said it was like piercing the flesh with sharp instru- 
ments. She knew the moment they had escaped, by the diminution of 
pain. The puppies were applied as long as any worms could be 
Since that time the woman has been getting better, and the prospect 
is favorable for a speedy recovery. It is a mystery to me how the worms 
came in the breast of the woman, and also how the entrails of the dog 
should draw, or cause them to escape from beneath the surface. It 
may be that they were attracted by the flavor of the warm smoking 
stomach and bowels of the dog, and that the stomach and bowels of any 
animal would have done as well. I have given as correct a statement 
of the case as I can, hoping that I may be favored with your opinion in 
relation to it. lam, with great respect, yours, &c. | 
Lewis Emmons. 


Note.—The editor acknowledges the safe arrival of a phial contain- 
ing specimens of the worm described in Dr. Emmons’s communication. 
They will be subjected to a rigid scrutiny, which may perhaps deter- 
mine their true character. Dr. Gallup, in the meen: will please ac- 
cept our thanks for his polite attentions. , 


GONORRHEA DORMIENTIUM. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—I was pleased with the sensible remarks of Dr. Knowlton, in your 
last Journal, on the subject of gonorrhcea dormientium. As much un-. 
necessary suffering of body and terror of mind are the lot of many 
young men affected with this occurrence, especially when their alatms 
are encouraged by the physician into whose hands they fall, I take the 
liberty to subjoin some medical authorities of weight on this subject. 

Dr. Heberden (Commentaries, p. 326) says—“ Intemperance in vene- 
real pleasures is punished with various symptoms of weakness, generally 
causing a greater languor of mind than of body, proceeding from the re- 
flection on that misconduct which has done this injury to the health. 
In these cases the semen will come away too promptly both in sleep, and 
in the day time, and sometimes without the person-having any sense of 
it. Cold bathing has been useful in such complaints ; but living in a 
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more cautious manner, and abstaining from all the practices which occa- 
sioned them, is the most effectual remedy, and what I believe will sel- 
dom fail.” 

Many young men, especially when desirous of matrimony, torment 
themselves with the idea that they have entailed upon themselves, by 
their previous indiscretions, a state of impotence or sterility ; and this idea 
is generally derived by them from books. On this subject, John Hunter, 
in his work on the Venereal (p. 185) observes—‘ This complaint is by 
many laid to the charge of onanism at an early age; but how far this 
is just, it will in many cases be difficult to determine ; for upon a strict 
review of the subject, it appears to me to be by far too rare to originate 

a practice so general.” 

“1 am clear in my own mind, that the books on this subject have 
done more harm than good.” 

“In cases of this kind that have come under my care, although the 
persons themselves have been very ready to suppose that the disease has 
arisen from the cause here alluded to; yet they did not appear to have 
given more into the practice than common ; and particularly the worst 
case 1 have ever seen, was where but very little of this practice had 
ever been used, much, less than is common among boys.” 

Many physicians have so strong a predilection for tracing out causes of 
diseases, that when other things fail them, they resort to juvenile indis- 
cretions and abuses of the kind under consideration, as being the demon- 
strable agents. ‘This evidence can be collected ad libitum. When any 
given number of patients are interrogated, it is suprising how many of 
them will confess to a greater or less degree of premature indulgence. 
Hence in the records of lunatic asylums, masturbation generally figures 
as a prominent cause of insanity. 

Among the laboring, the coarse, and the depraved classes of society, 
it is not uncommon for the virile powers to be taxed to the utmost extent, 
from the time of their development. Yet these persons are, as a class, 
generally robust, and free from consequent disease. It is among the deli- 
cate, the irritable, and the sedentary, that untoward consequences happen. 
These cases, however, are mostly curable by judicious abstinence and 
Invigorating regimen. 

The work of Lallemand on Pertes seminales is a highly entertaining 
production. Yet it is the work of an enthusiast, and many of the cases 
are absolute romances. Some of them bear the stamp of impossibility 
on their face. Yet it seems established, in those cases where the seminal 
fluid is discharged during waking hours, with the stools, urine, &c., and 
without pleasurable sensation, that his method «f cauterizing the urethra 
is efficacious. Care must be taken in forming the diagnosis not to mis- 
take the mere mucus of the urethra for the seminal fluid. 

But in common cases of nocturnal emissions, like those described by 
Dr. Knowlton, I have never hesitated, if the patient seemed otherwise 
qualified, to recommend marriage as a remedy; and I have in no case 
learned that any of the parties concerned had sul»sequent cause of regret. 

In fine, premature and excessive indulgence is a source of debility, 
and in certain instances of very troublesome results. On the other hand, 


4 
4 
¥ 


Boylston Prize Question for 1843. 39 


the “sera Venus” is one of the most powerful corroboratives- of con- 

stitutional health. ‘These things should never be forgotten in physical 

education. But when practitioners are called on to prescribe for exist- 

ing cases, they will find the treatment easier than books on the subject 

would lead them to imagine. a A Puysictan. 
August 11th, 1842. 
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BOSTON, AUGUST 17, 1842. 


BOYLSTON PRIZE QUESTION FOR 1843. 


Reapers are respectfully requested to examine the questions proposed 
for the next prizes, in our last week’s advertising sheet. It is gratify- 
ing that a subject is offered which will call forth the energies of the 
dental profession, far and wide. It lies precisely within their province— 
“The structure and diseases of the teeth, with a numerical solution of 
the question, can caries of the teeth be retarded by mechanical pro- 
cesses ?”? Nothing could be more opportune, nor better calculated to ex- 
cite emulation at the right point. There is both talent and genius of a 
high order in the department of dental surgery in this country, which will 
doubtless be put in requisition on a subject of vast importance to them- 
selves and the whole community. The man who obtains the medal, lays 
a good foundation for scientific fame—and yet no dishonor is brought 
upon the individual who fails in the enterprise. Publications expressly 
devoted to the diffusion of dental information, would confer a favor by 
circulating the question. 


Fowler on Matrimony.—Here is a phrenological and physiological 
analysis of matrimony, by Mr. O. S. Fowler, widely known as a practi- 
cal phrenologist, who is also proprietor and editor of the American 
Phrenological Journal, and a man of unsurpassed industry. He handles 
the subject of matrimony in a plain manner, so that he cannot be misun- 
derstood by persons of very limited literary attainments; and yet the 
philosopher must acknowledge that the arguments are logically conduct- 
ed. It is not an easy matter to confute Mr. Fowler, because all men 
exhibit in their own lives an illustration of the laws which are here ex- 
pounded. Happily, he has avoided intricacies, and written rather to 
make the reader familiar with himself than with new ideas. With all 
the light which now shines in upon society in regard to marriage, on 
which so much of the happiness of the contracting parties must inevita- 
bly depend for life, little practical benefit, we imagine, will be pro- 
duced by the great discovery that Mr. Fowler so urgently presents to the 
consideration of intelligent le, viz., that phrenology is capable of 
showing precisely our mental organization, our capacities, our propensi- 
ties, our avarice, benevolence, adhesiveness, &c. &c., on the development 
or predominance of some one of which, depends domestic happiness or 
perpetual family misery. People will still continue to consult their con- 
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venience, or be influenced by blind propensities, in a great measure, to 
the end of the world. Still, his book will be read, and although the la- 
bor in a measure will be lost, a few will profit by the instruction that is 
here given. We wish, however, that the author’s earnest endeavors to 
promote the moral and physical condition of our race, might meet with 
success equal to his deserts. 


Liebig’s Chemistry.—A correspondent has again called our attention 
to this important work, a reference to which was made very recently. 
He says distinctly that the New York edition contains all the errors. 
We have not seen a copy of it, but cannot doubt the accuracy of the 
statement. Now this is an important affair to a purchaser, and we enjoin 
it upon our medical readers, especially, to look to the matter. Very 
soon the authorized edition, under the vigilant superintendence of Dr. 
Webster, of Cambridge University, will be in the market. His known 
carefulness in the domain of chemical science, will insure us an unexcep- 
tionable treatise. 


Manhood : the Causes of its Premature Decline.—An apology is due 
Messrs. Otis, Broaders & Co., the publishers, for not having made an 
earlier acknowledgment of this publication—the 4th edition, too. It is 
expressly a treatise on the evils of onanism, translated from the French 
of L. Deslandes, M.D., by an eminent physician of New York. The 
present edition comes out with a new title-page, which may be consider- 
ed, perhaps by the proprietors, an improvement ; but the essential claims 
of this over the first, second or third issue, are to be found in the many 


additions and emendations, which we are informed are of an important 
character. 


Typhus Fever.—We understand that a learned production on this im- 
portant disease, will soon issue from the Boston press. It will come froma 
source that will command respect, and inspire confidence—the author be- 
ing a professor of theory and practice of medicine in one of the leading 
university schools. As soon as published, we shall be able to present a 
table of contents, together with the name of the author. 


Bibliothek fur Leger.—Accompanying a pleasant note from Professor 
Otto, of Copenhagen, last week, was a package of new publications on 
various subjects in medicine and surgery, together with the Nos. of his 
Journal which had been due several months. Some of the articles 
which were communicated by correspondents to the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal, re-appear in the Danish language. . Dr. Shipman’s pa- 

r, of December 1, 1840, may be seen in the Danish Journal of Septem- 

t last. Professor Otto has been travelling a year in France, Italy and 
England, which accounts for his name being omitted on the cover of the 
Journal, while absent. In the meanwhile, the learned gentleman has 
written on some of the medicinal articles of South America, and has pub- 
lished his remarks since his return. For the several dissertations which 


he had the kindness to forward, we return our grateful ackn wlegments 
both to him and the authors. 
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Castleton School.—An anonymous letter-writer assures us that there 
was an error in regard to the number of medical students at Castleton, 
from Massachusetts, in the Journal of Aug. 3. Unfortunately, the cata- 
logue from which the information was derived, is mislaid ; and we cannot 
therefore be satisfied on that point till another is procured. If we are 
mistaken, which is very possible, the error shall be corrected. It is al- 
together contrary to our custom, however, to pay the least regard to anony- 
mous letters; and were it not that this related to a fact that may be of 
consequence in the medical statistics of the country, no notice would have 
been taken of it. Bd 


Berkshire Medical Institution.—In a rather indirect manner, word — 
comes that the lecture term at this excellent Institution opened on the 
4tb-inst., with flattering prospects. Knowing, as we do, personally, the 

veral professors, and feeling, withal, a warm interest in thé character 

nd success of one of the very best country schools of medicine in the 
_/ United States, its prosperity and its influence afford us the highest de- 
~ gree of gratification. 


Missouri Medical College.—Occasional notices have been given of this 
far-west institution, which seems to succeed well. Lectures commence 
| the first Monday in November, and cost the student $75. There is a 
well-endowed and well-managed hospital, affording all the facilities that 
| can be expected for acquiring medical and surgical experience in a new 
| country. Only thirteen years have passed by since the first organization 
of the University, of which this school is a prominent department. 
Where is Dr. M’Dowell, the anatomist? Not long since he was con- 
nected with all that is medical in St. Louis. At present, the faculty are 
as follows :—Daniel Brainard, M.D., Professor of Anatomy and Physi- 
ology ; Josephus W. Hall, M.D., Professor of Theory and Practice of 
Medicine and Clinical Practice; H. Augustus Prout, M.D., Professor of 
Chemistry, Materia Medica and Medical Botany; James V. Prather, 
M.D., Professor of Surgery and of Surgical and Pathological Anatomy ; 
Moses L. Linton, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women 
and Children. 


Glass Eyes.—A large collection of glass eyes, of every hue and shade, 
beautifully manufactured, may be had in Boston. Any physician, and, 
in fact, a mechanic of ordinary ingenuity, could insert one of them be- 
hind the lids, where the globe is partially destroyed, just as well as a 
certain Mr. Scudder. Any living eye may be accurately matched, and 
the appearance is so perfectly natural, that it is rere | difficult to de- 
tect the glass one. There is no pain in the ye of putting one in, 
ordinarily; but if there should happen to be a slight inflammation at first, 
it will soon subside. Many one-eyed gentlemen and ladies in the coun- 
try might have their expressions greatly improved by this curious, yet 
very simple contrivance of a glass eye. Ae 


“ On the Treatment of Colica Pictonum by Warm Water.” By Dr. 
Joun Wirson.—The mode advocated in this paper, in the Med. Chi- 
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rurgical Transactions, is the use of the warm bath, and the injection at 
the same time of some of the water into the intestinal canal. Copious 
evacuations have been procured in this way, with speedy relief of the 
pain, when all other remedies had failed. Cases illustrative of its suc- 
cess are narrated. The plan is applicable to other diseases in which 
obstinate constipation is a prominent symptom. It is very simple, and 
deserves trial.— British and Foreign Medical Review. — 


On the Nature and Treatment of Erysipelas. By M. Velpeau, in An- 
nales de la Chirurgie.—The main object of this paper is to recommend 
the use of sulphate of protoxide of iron as a local application in cases of 
simple erysipelas. After the failure of every other means tried in nu- 
merous cases, this was tried on forty patients, and in no case did an in- 
flamed spot resist its influence for more than from twenty-four to forty- 
eight hours. Erratic erysipelas, however, often continued its course. 

he modes of applying the remedy are two, viz.: in a lotion of thirty 
grains to the pint of water, kept constantly applied on rags to the in- 
flamed part; and in an ointment composed of one part of the salt in an 
impalpable powder with four parts of lard, and applied freely three times 
aday. The former is the more efficacious plan: the only objection to 
it is that it spoils the rags.—Jbid. 


On the cure of Spina Bifida. By M. Beynarp, in Bulletin Médicale 
de Bordeaux.—The patient was a day old, and had a tumor from spina 
bifida over the third lumbar vertebra. It was as large as a hen’s egg, 
had a narrow base of attachment, and the skin over it was healthy. M. 
Beynard took two quills, through each of which a string was passed, and 
placed one on each side of the pedicle of the tumor, which he then con- 
stricted by gradually tightening the string till the skin became hard and 
rather deeply colored. The quills were retained in their places by strips 
of plaster, and on the following day the tumor was livid, hard, cold, and 
covered with vesicles. Some fluid was let out of it till it became flaccid, 
and its base was more tightly constricted. On the 7th day, the pedicle 
being dry and hard was cut across, and the wound thus made was simply 
strapped: it had no communication with the spinal canal, the walls of the 
neck of the sac having been completely obliterated by the pressure. On 
the 26th day a cicatrix had formed and the cure was perfected.—JIbid. 


_ Medical Miscellany.—The population of France is said to be 33,540,000. 
Deaths in Paris, in 1840, 28,294. In 1839, the birthsin France were 
957,740—the marriages 266,800.—The cholera is again raging at Cal- 
cutta, Bombay, and in the Deccan. Out of one Irish regiment stationed 
at Kurrashee, there had died in one month, says a recent letter, 1 band 
master, 1 sergeant major, 3 sergeants, 120 men, 12 women and 20 children. 
—An honorary degree of M.D. was conferred on Dr. Silas Walker, at 
the late commencement of Dartmouth College.—Dr. J. N. Banks, say the 
papers, of Richmond, Virg., has determined to practise medicine at 50 
cents a visit. There are some in Boston who practise for nothing, which 
is cheaper still—A physician in Philadelphia extracted seven small 
worms from the ear of a child, the other day.—Dr. Wolfred Nelson, the 
patriot, so called in the late Canada rebellion, is about resuming his prac- 
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tice in Montreal. He is spoken of as a distinguished operator.—A D. 
Bache has been elected professor of natural philosophy and chemistry 
in the University of Pennsylvania.—A phamphlet is in press in New 
York, by Dr. Manly, that is destined to make a bluster.—Dr. Sam’l Forrey, 
of New York, a patient, learned writer, author of that valuable work, the 
Climate of the United States, is publishing a series of papers in the Lan- 
cet on this a the various races of man constitute a single spe- 
cies ?—Dr. N. Worcester, of Cincinnati, has been appointed professor of 
physical diagnosis and pathological anatomy, in the Medica} College of 
Ohio.—Dr. R. Bridges is placed in the chair of chemistry at the College 
of Pharmacy, Philadelphia.-—Subscriptions to the Western Lancet have 
increased encouragingly—which is creditable to the profession of the 
West.—James Blythe, D.1)., who died at Hanover, Ia., some months 
since, aged 76, was the first professor of chemistry in the medical school 
of Transylvania University.—The Western Journal of Medicine and 
Surgery, published at Louisville, Ky., gives a catalogue of 75 subscribers 
to that Journal, who have taken it from the commencement without hav- 
ing yet paid a farthing towards its support. 


Erratum.—The articles in Nos. 19 and 21 of the last volume of this Journal, 
on Caries of the Teeth, should have been credited to Kecker’s work on the 
teeth, instead of the Library of Dental Science. 


Marriep,—In Boston, Dr. Ilenry Cummings, to Miss H. A. F. Brooks.—At 
Lafayette Parish, La., Dr. George W. Scranton, formerly of New Haven, Conn., 
to Miss Anathalie Breaux.—At Welaunee, Middle Florida, Dr. Charles M’Cor- 
mick, of the U. S. A., to Miss Ellen Vass, daughter of the late Hon. William 
Wirt.—At Parsonsfield, Me., July 17th, Chase Moulton, M.D., of Upper Gilman- 
ton, N. H., to Miss Eliza W. Bunks, of P. 


Die0,—In North Carolina, Dr. Thomas Prince Hinton, 30.—At New Orleans, 
Dr. Samuel Avery, 37, formerly of Connecticut. 


Number of deaths in Boston for the week ending = ™ 54.—Males, 28 ; Females, 26. Stillborn, 5. 

Of consumption, 8—teething, 4—infantile, 5—child » 1—croup, l—dropsy on the brain, 3—fits, 4 
—scarlet fever, 2—old age, 3—inflammation of the brain, 1—smallpox, 1—cholera infantum, 2— 
throat distemper, 1—bowel complaint, 1—inflammation of the lungs, 1—canker, 2—debility, 2—iu- 
filammation of the bowels, 3—cholera morbus, 1—disease of the heart, l—scrofula, 2—dysentery, 2— 
sudden, 1—cancer, 1—unknowga, 1. 


GENEVA MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
Tue Medical Lectures will commence om the first Tuesday in October, and continue sixteen weeks. 


Institutes and Practice of Medicine, | y - - TT. Spencer, M.D., Geneva. 
Obstetrics and Medical Jurisprudence, by - - C. B. Coventry, M.D., Utica. 
Anatomy and Physiology, by - - - James WessrTer, M.D., Rochester. 
Chemistry and Pharmacy, b - James HaDLEy, M.D., Geneva. 


y 
Materia Medica and General Pathology, by - Joan De La Mater, M.D. 
Principles and Practice of pons - Frank H. Hamitton, M.D., Rochester. 
Adjunct Prof. of Mat. Med. General Pathology, Txomas Rusu Spencer, M.D. 
Demonstra 


tor of Anatom - 2 Corypon La Forp, M.D., Medina. 
Ang. 17.—tO1 THOMAS SPENCER, Dean. 


James Registrar. 


| TO PHYSICIANS. 
THe advertiser, residing about fifty miles from Boston, wishing to retire from country practice, prin- 
cipally on account of ill health, o his situation for sale. e business amounts to from $1000 to 
¢ i200 per annum. Full particulars in relntion to it can be obtained by any one desirous to p 
by addressing a note, post paid, to C., at this office. Aug. 17—2t 


TO LET, 
Physician. Inquire at No. 16 Summer Street. A few medical students, or 
be sccommodated with yleasant rooms and board at the same place. 
Aug. 10—tt. 
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MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK. 
Tne annual course of Medical Lectures in this Institution will begin on the last Monday of October. 
There will be two annual sessions, the first of which will terminate on the last day of February, when 
candidates for the degree of Doctor of Medicine will be examined. The lecture fees fur this term, 


are $105. 

The second term of instruction will begin on the third Monday of March, and will be continued un- 
til the middle of June, when another examination of candidates will take place. The entire fees for 
this course are $50. 

The spring term offers the following advantages to the student of medicine: 1st. He may annually 
attend a course of seven instead of four months. 2d. If he graduate at the close of the winter term, 
he will be allowed to attend the spring term gratuitously. . If the candidate for graduation at the 
winter Commencement be found unprepared, he will be permitted to attend the spring course gratui- 
tously, and to pass another examination. 4th. An attendance on two spring courses will be received 
as an equivalent for one winter course. 

The surgical clinique is continued every Saturday throughout the year. 

VaLENTINE Mott, M.D., Professor of the Principles and Operations of Surgery, and Surgical and 
Pathological Anatomy. 
GRANVILLE SHarp Pattison, M.D., Professor of General, Descriptive and Surgical Anatomy. 
Joun Revere, M.D., Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
Martyn Paine, M.D., Professor of the Institutes of Medicine and Materia Medica. 
Gunnine 8. Beprorp, M.D., Professor of Midwitery and the Diseases of Women and Children. 
Joun W. Draper, M.D., Professor of Chemistry. 
Appointments by Professors of Surgery and Anatomy. 

Joun Carnocuan, M.D., Prosector to the Professor of Surgery. 

Jonn H. Wuitaker, M.D., Demonstrator to the Professor of Anatomy. 

New York, July 14, 1842. Jy. 27—eptN1 JOHN W. DRAPER, 

Secretary to the Faculty. 


MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
Tue Medical Lectures of Harvard University begin annually, at the Medical College in Mason street, 
Boston, on the first Wednesday in November, and continue four months. 
e introductory Lecture is given at 12 o’clock of the above day, in the Anatomical Theatre, by 
the Professors in rotation. 


The following are the courses of Lectures delivered in this College, with the fees annexed. 


ees. 
Anatomy and Operative Surgery, - - Pror. WARREN - - - - 15,00 
Midwifery and Medical Jurisprudence, - #$Pror. CHANNING - - - -. = 10,00. 
Materia Medica, - - -  Pror. - - - - 10,00 
Principles of Surgery and Clinical Surgery, Pror. HaywarD -~ - - - - 10,00 
Chemistry OF. WEBST - 15,00 


- - - - R ER - - - 

Theory and Practice of Physic and Clin. Med. Profs. Ware and BigeELtow - - ~- 15,00 

There is no fee for matriculation. The Hospital and Library are gratuitous. Ticket for Dissect- 
ing Room, $5,00. Board is as low as in any of our cities. 

The Clinical Lectures in Medicine and Surgery are given on cases in the Massachusetts General 
Hospital, which are visited by the class three times « week. Surgical operations at the Hospital are 
frequent. An abundant opportunity is thus furnished to students for practical observation and study. 


Jy 20—eptN i WALTER CHANNING, Dean. 
MED. DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIAN COLL., WASHINGTON, D. C. 
FACULTY. 


Tuomas Sewatt, M. D., Professor of Pathology and the Practice of Medicine. 
Harvey Linps.y, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and the Diseases of Women and Children. 
Tuomas MILLER, M.D., Professor of Anatomy and Physiology. 
Joun M. Tuomas, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 
Freperick Hau, M.D., LL.D., Professor of Chemistry and Pharmacy. 
Wiuiam P. Jounstron, M.D., Professor of Surgery. 
SamvuEL C. Smoot, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 
The Lectures of this institution will commence on the first Monday in November, annually, and 
continue until the first of March. 
The entire expense in a course of lectures by all the Professors, is $70. Dissecting ticket, $10. 
Good board can be procured at from $2 50 to $3 per week. Most of the students during the last 
session paid but $2 50 per week. 
Washington, April, 1842. July 27—eoptN 1. HARVEY LINDSLY, M.D., Dean. 


MEDICAL INSTITUTION OF YALE COLLEGE. 
Tue Lecture Term, for 1842-3, will commence on Thursday, September 29th, and continue sixteen 


weeks. 

Chemistry and Pharmacy, by - - - - BENJAMIN SILLIMAN, M.D., LL.D. 

Theory and Practice of Physic, by - - - - Eu Ives, M.D. 

Principles and Practice of Surgery, by - - - JONATHAN Knient, M.D. 

Obstetrics, by - - - - - - Timotny P. Beers, M.D. 

Anatomy and Physiology, by - - - - -  (Cnarves Hooker, M.D. 

Materia Medica and Therapeutics,by - - - Henry Bronson, M.D. 

Lecture fees, $68,50.—Contingent bill, fee, $5.—Graduation fee, 
New Haven, July 7, 1842. y 13—tL CHARLES HOOKER, Secretary. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., corner of Franklin St., to whom all communications must be 
ressed, post paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, with a printed cover. There are two 
volumeseach year. J. V.C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3,50 after three 
months, or $4,00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to the same address, for $5,00 a year, in 


vance. Orders from a distance must be accompanied by payment in advance or satisfactory refer- 
ence. Postage the same as for a newspaper. 
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